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Richard Knight
We are delighted to welcome 
Richard Knight BVetMed MRCVS 
to the team at NWEV. Richard 
joined us in March, and has come 
from a very busy equine practice 
specialising in polo and sport horse 
medicine. Richard is experienced 
in all aspects of equine practice 
and has a specific interest in 
lameness workups, routine dental 
treatments, wound management 
and reproductive work. 

Many of you will meet him soon, if 
you haven’t already, so let’s give 
him a warm welcome to the North 
West! Vaccination

With competition season approaching now is a good time to check that 
your horse’s vaccinations are up to date. Many of the governing bodies 
have slightly different rules and regulations so, if in doubt, please call 
the office and we can arrange for a vet to check your horse’s passport.
The main diseases that we vaccinate horses, ponies and donkeys 
against are Influenza and Tetanus. Tetanus is a disease caused by the 
bacterium Clostridium Tetani, which lives in soil. The bacteria can enter 
the body through the smallest of wounds, including foot abscesses and 
the navel of newborn foals. Once in the body it produces a toxin that 
attacks the nervous system and, untreated, will lead to death. Even with 
prompt veterinary attention, 90% of horses that become infected with 
tetanus will die. The disease can be easily prevented by vaccination so 
please call the practice to discuss if your horse, pony or donkey is not 
covered. Equine Influenza is a highly contagious viral disease that is 
spread between horses via direct contact, via handlers or by airborne 
transmission. Affected horses develop a high temperature, coughing and 
nasal discharge which may progress to pneumonia and can cause 
permanent lung damage. Vaccination can prevent the disease or lessen 
the severity of clinical signs. Even if your horse is not mixing with others, 
it can still be susceptible to the disease.
 

Digital Xray

We have recently purchased a new DR X-ray system, allowing us to 
take and process x-rays on yard. High resolution images are displayed 
on the computer screen within seconds, enabling our vets to examine 
them realtime and ensure that we have the views we need before we 
leave your yard. 



Pedal Bone Fracture

There are two bones within your horse’s foot: the pedal bone, which is the last bone in the leg, and the much 
smaller navicular bone behind it. Although it is well protected by its position inside the hoof, the pedal bone 
can still fracture if subjected to sudden trauma. A kick to a solid object, such as a stable wall or a cross 
country fence may commonly result in a fracture but simply an awkward footfall on uneven ground can 
sometimes be enough to cause one. The lameness is severe, with horses often not weight-bearing on the 
affected limb, but this can often be confused with the symptoms of a foot abscess or even severe bruising to 
the sole. The foot may be warm to touch with possible swelling of the pastern and fetlock. Just as with an 
abscess, there is a marked pain response to hoof testers and tapping of the hoof wall. Because of the 
similarities in symptoms, it may be a few days before a correct diagnosis is made by x-ray. We may take 
several images from different angles to find out exactly where the bone is fractured, and what type of fracture 
we are dealing with. We are sure that the use of our new DR x-ray machine will enable a quicker diagnosis 
of pedal bone fractures at your yard, allowing prompt, correct treatment. 

Thankfully, unlike fractures to most other bones, common types of fracture of the pedal bone are easy and 
inexpensive to manage, and carry a good prognosis for return of the horse to full work. The hoof itself 
provides a natural cast, and we will usually work with your farrier and fit a bar shoe to minimise movement 
of the bone fragments. Box rest is inevitable, but after around 3 months, you should be able to start gentle 
exercise again. Unfortunately the types of fracture that extend through the coffin joint (the joint between the 
pedal bone and the next bone up the leg) will usually heal but result in significant arthritis of that joint, and 
possible permanent mild lameness.

 Wocket Woy and The Pwoducer raising money for the RDA

A sincere thank you to all who came to the Wocket Woy evening on 21st March 2018 at Cafe Ambio. 
Lots of laughs and a total of £3118.65 raised. This is an incredible amount of money for our local Riding for 
the Disabled Associations (Westmorland and Furness branches) 
Wocket Woy and The Pwoducer - THANK YOU, you were bwilliant!... and THANK YOU once again to 
everyone involved and everyone that came to support the evening, especially Chanelle UK for 
sponsoring the event, without their support it would not have been possible. 


