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Sedation for clipping (and other cosmetics)

We can supply a choice of two oral gels which you can administer to your 
horse yourself. One contains the anti-anxiety drug ACP (trade name 
Relaquin) and the other contains a sedative called detomidine, trading as 
Domosedan Gel. As it's name suggests, Relaquin is designed to relax your 
horse and take the edge o� his anxiety. However, it's calming qualities 
vary enormously from horse to horse, and it is most bene�cial when given 
on an empty stomach in very quiet surroundings about 1/2 - 1 hr before 
any stimulus is applied. Domosedan provides a faster, more reliable 
sedation in most cases, though it must be given under the tongue so that 
the drug can enter the bloodstream via the sublingual vessels.
Some horses will require an injectable combination of sedatives in order 
to survive clipping, and this can be carried out by a vet on a zone visit.
Remember that animals respond to medication individually, and what 
works for your neighbour's horse may not for yours. All sedation should 
take place in a quiet environment and no sedation completely removes 
the risk of sudden movements and kicking.

Congratulations Jen!

We are delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of a daughter, Talitha, for 
vet Jen Eden and her husband 
Simon; a little sister for Zeb.

Vaccination Amnesty
 
For the month of November we will 
be running a vaccination amnesty. 
The o�er applies to �u and tetanus 
vaccinations only and is available for 
horses, ponies and donkeys that are 
either starting their �rst vaccination 
course or restarting a lapsed course 
in November. The �rst vaccination 
will be charged at full price and the 
second at HALF PRICE. Visit fees will 
be chargeable at the normal price. 
To qualify for this o�er the �rst or 
second vaccination must be carried 
out during the month of November. 
For full details or to book a visit, 
please contact the o�ce.



Gastric Ulcers Worming

For those of you who didn't make it to the client evening on 
October 20th, here is a quick recap of what's hot o� the worming 
press. The take-home message was "routine testing, not routine 
worming"! 
Remember that regular faecal worm egg counts (FWECs) are a 
fantastic way of telling whether or not your horse has a heavy 
roundworm burden, but they only rarely detect tapeworm eggs. 
This is because tapeworm eggs are not shed individually, but are 
encased in segments of the worm which break o� from the adult 
inside the gut and are passed out in the droppings. We know that 
high numbers of tapeworms can cause colic and we want to treat 
our horses with the appropriate wormer. But doing this unnecessarily 
leads to worms building up resistance to the product. So we need a 
reliable method of tapeworm detection. 
And now we have one! The Equisal test looks for antibodies that 
your horse has made in response to tapeworms. A simple DIY kit 
allows you to take a small sample of saliva from the tongue, and 
send it o� to the lab for analysis. It is important that your horse has 
not been wormed in the last 4 months, and that he has not eaten, 
drunk or exercised in the last 30 minutes before you take the sample. 
Go online at www.equisal.com or contact us at the o�ce for your 
test kit.
When carried out at the same time as a FWEC, you will learn a great 
deal about the worm burden of your horse. If he needs worming, 
we can then advise you on the appropriate product. 
As a general rule of thumb, do not treat your horse for worms unless 
you know they are there in high numbers. However, there is always 
an exception to the rule, and it is this: every horse should be wormed 
once a year in winter with a product that kills encysted red worm 
larvae because they too, are not found on FWECs, and we do not yet 
have a saliva test for them............it's under development at the 
Royal Vet College as we write!

 

Equine gastric ulcer syndrome (EGUS) 
describes the erosion of the horse’s stomach 
lining due to prolonged or excessive 
exposure to acid produced by the stomach. 
Any horse can su�er from gastric ulceration, 
from elite performance horses to pleasure 
horses and ponies.

Signs are very variable and di�er from horse 
to horse but may include: 
 poor appetite 
 weight loss 
 poor coat
 mild recurrent colic
 a change in temperament
 poor performance including poor 
trainability and refusing to go forward from 
the leg.

Diagnosis

The diagnosis of gastric ulcers requires 
examination of the stomach using a 
specialised three metre long �exible camera 
called a gastroscope. Gastroscopy is a very 
simple procedure which can be performed 
under sedation and completed relatively 
quickly. The endoscope is passed up the 
horse’s nose and down into the stomach. 
The vet can then view the horse’s stomach 
lining. The stomach needs to be empty so 
horses must be starved for 16 hours and 
water withheld for two hours prior to 
gastroscopy.

For further infomation or to book an 
appointment please contact the surgery
088 168 5580
 


